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HIGH FIVE RURAL TRAFFIC SAFETY PROJECT

 89,824 miles of secondary rural roadways in Iowa / 78.35% 
of the total roadways in the state.

 72% of Iowa’s fatal crashes occurred on secondary rural 
roads (2012).

 In 2013, Iowa’s observational safety belt usage rage was 
91.86%; however 43% of all passenger vehicle fatalities were 
unbelted with an additional 11.4% being reported as 
“unknown” as to belt use.
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PLANNING  AND  IMPLEMENTATION

 Funding
 Data analyses / crash maps
 Informational meetings
 Emphasis on rural counties
 Low safety belt compliance 
 High crash frequency
 Multi-agency approach
 Road Safety Audits



PUBLIC  INFORMATION 
AND  EDUCATION

 Informational cards

 Used on traffic stops  
and at special events

 Letters to the Editor/ 
Working with the 
Media

 Iowa State Patrol 
Public Resource offices

 Facebook and other 
social media outlets



MEASURABLE  OUTCOMES  AND GOALS

 Seat Belt Compliance Rates / Citations

 Media Contacts

 Monthly Activity Reports

 Roadway Improvements / Road Safety Audits

 Reduction of Serious Injury Crashes and Fatalities



18-MONTH  PILOT  PROGRAM  RESULTS

Observational Safety Belt Usage Surveys
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Allamakee Fremont Marion Palo Alto Webster
Apr-14 61 78 90 88 92
Apr-15 87 87 91 93 97
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18-MONTH  PILOT  PROGRAM  RESULTS
Seat Belt Convictions

Allamakee Fremont Marion Palo Alto Webster
2013 42 30 212 71 407
2014 96 67 253 143 467
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Source:  Iowa Department of Transportation



SEAT  BELT  CONVICTIONS  - YEAR 2  AND 3

2nd Year 3rd Year

Boone Jackson Lee Monona Poweshiek
2015 88 143 124 72 108
2016 128 155 252 210 147
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Gordo Clayton Hardin Warren

2016 91 626 76 102 276
2017* 119 818 74 184 279
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* 2017 Preliminary Data

Source:  Iowa Department of Transportation



18-MONTH  PILOT  PROGRAM  RESULTS
Decrease in the Number of Overall Crashes 

- Excludes Animal-Related Crashes
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6.85% Decrease



18-MONTH  PILOT  PROGRAM  RESULTS

Road Safety Audits

 Data analyses
 On-site audits conducted
 Low-cost engineering 

improvements identified
 Consider improvements for 

implementation



= 1st Year / Pilot Program           = 2nd Year                             = 3rd Year                                = 4th Year                                 =5th year
4/1/2014 – 9/30/2015                  FFY 2016                              FFY 2017                                FFY 2018                                FFY 2019
18-months                                   10/1/2015-9/30/2016             10/1/2016-9/30/2017              10/1/2017-9/30/2018               10/1/2018 – 9/30/2018

Hamilton County - (Alternate)





Questions?
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